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Panasonic Energy Begins Mass Production at New Automotive 
Lithium-ion Battery Factory in Kansas, Aiming for Annual Capacity of 

32 GWh to Accelerate U.S. Local Production 

Opens One of North America’s Largest EV Battery Factories 

DE SOTO, Kan.  – July 14, 2025 – Panasonic Energy Co., Ltd., a Panasonic Group company, today 

announced the official opening of its new cylindrical lithium-ion battery factory for electric vehicles 

(EVs). Located in De Soto, just outside Kansas City in the United States, the facility marks the opening 

of one of the largest automotive battery plants in North America. The grand opening ceremony was 

held on July 14 to commemorate the milestone. Panasonic Energy has also begun mass production 

of 2170 cells at the second North American facility, the Kansas Factory, with plans to establish an 

annual production capacity of approximately 32 GWh in the future. 

 

Built on a site spanning approximately 300 acres— the size of more than 225 American football fields—

the Kansas Factory signifies Panasonic Energy’s long-term commitment to investing in and advancing 

the electric vehicle industry through a dual-region model in Japan and North America. As the 

company’s second EV battery production site in the region, following the Nevada Factory, which has 

been operating since 2017 with the current annual capacity of approximately 41 GWh, the Kansas 

Factory aims to significantly boost Panasonic Energy’s U.S.-based production capacity to 

approximately 73 GWh once fully operational. The new plant will also help meet the demand from 

automotive customers expanding their electric vehicle production.



-more- 

 

Panasonic Energy has focused on inventing and perfecting production of high-performance, high-

quality cylindrical lithium-ion batteries to meet the range, capacity, and safety demands of North 

American customers. Starting with EV battery production in Japan, Panasonic Energy has since 

become an industry leader, expanding the production of these advanced batteries in North America 

and contributing significantly to the growth of the EV industry. With approximately 30 years of 

experience in lithium-ion battery manufacturing and around 8 years of production expertise at the 

Nevada Factory in Sparks, Nevada, the company has grown the Nevada facility into one of the largest 

lithium-ion battery manufacturing sites in North America in terms of output, employing over 4,000 

people and delivering more than 11 billion cells to date. Building on this proven track record, Panasonic 

Energy aims to further advance manufacturing capabilities and achieve stable mass production at the 

Kansas plant at an early stage.  

 

By introducing labor-saving production lines, the Kansas Factory is expected to achieve approximately 

20 percent higher productivity compared to the Nevada Factory. In the near future, Panasonic Energy 

plans to introduce products using advanced materials that will increase cell capacity by around five 

percent. This also represents a significant step forward in Panasonic Energy’s efforts to strengthen 

the domestic supply chain for electric vehicles, thereby enhancing the company’s competitiveness in 

North American battery manufacturing and commitment to sustainability.  

As the largest economic development project in Kansas state history, the factory is expected to create 

up to 4,000 direct jobs and approximately 8,000 jobs in total, including those in supplier and related 

industries. Panasonic Energy is also collaborating with institutions such as the University of Kansas 

to promote long-term industry-academia partnerships focused on technological advancement and 

specialized talent development, contributing not only to the economic growth of De Soto and the 

surrounding Kansas region, but also to the revitalization of the U.S. manufacturing sector, the 

cultivation of a skilled workforce, and the long-term strength of the economy. 
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Kazuo Tadanobu, CEO of Panasonic Energy stated, “The opening of our Kansas Factory marks a 

major milestone in our journey to scale advanced battery production in the United States. This 

achievement would not have been possible without the strong support of our local partners and the 

State of Kansas. Together, we are accelerating the shift to electrification, reinforcing regional supply 

chains, and nurturing the next generation of battery talent. This facility represents not only our 

commitment to the region but also a foundation for long-term collaboration and innovation in the U.S.” 

Panasonic Energy’s high-capacity lithium-ion cells feature an industry-leading volumetric energy 

density of 800 Wh/L. They have powered approximately 3.7 million EVs, with around 19 billion cells 

supplied as of March 2025, and set the standard for safety and reliability—having caused no vehicle 

recalls to date. With its focus on advancing production of high-performance, high-quality cells, 

Panasonic Energy remains committed to supporting CO₂ emissions reduction through the widespread 

adoption of electric vehicles.  

Kansas Factory Details 

Factory Name Kansas Factory, Panasonic Energy Corporation of North America 

Location 10301 Astra Parkway, De Soto, KS 66018 

Factory Opening July 2025 

Items Produced Cylindrical lithium-ion batteries for automotive use (2170 cells) 

Total Site Area Approximately 300 acres (about 1.2 million m²) 

Building Area Approximately 4.7 million ft² (about 440,000 m²) 

Number of Personnel  Up to approximately 4,000 

Executive Leadership 
Chief Executive Officer: Yasuaki Takamoto 

President and Chief Operating Officer: Allan Swan 

 

About Panasonic Energy Co., Ltd. 

Panasonic Energy Co., Ltd., established in April 2022 as part of the Panasonic Group's switch to an 

operating company system, provides innovative battery technology-based products and solutions 

globally. Through its automotive lithium-ion batteries, storage battery systems and dry batteries, the 

company brings safe, reliable, and convenient power to a broad range of business areas, from mobility 

and social infrastructure to medical and consumer products. Panasonic Energy is committed to 

contributing to a society that realizes happiness and environmental sustainability, and through its 

business activities the Company aims to address societal issues while taking the lead on 

environmental initiatives. For more details, please visit 

https://www.panasonic.com/global/energy/. 
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